Although spinal surgery is the core business of private practice, a number of practitioners have gained world-class expertise in other fields, but it is just not possible to achieve mastery of all. We will need innovative and effective continuing education programmes to ensure practitioners stay abreast of the evolution of our specialty. Although industry has an important role to play, such education must be unbiased -the response to the recently initiated African paediatric neurosurgery course, supported by the European Society for Pediatric Neurosurgery, the International Society for Pediatric Neurosurgery (ISPN) and the Society of Neurosurgeons of South Africa (SNSA), shows how much interest there is in education of this kind.
An allied issue is the worsening medico-legal climate with dramatically rising malpractice insurance costs. We have to work with all stakeholders -government, insurers, professional groups and the public -to identify the reasons for this and bring it under control. This is a looming crisis that needs urgent attention.
Neurosurgery was established in South Africa by an impressive founder generation and we face the future with a number of strengths. For the first time ever, all training centres are actively represented in the College of Neurosurgeons, and the SNSA enjoys dynamic leadership, which is addressing many of the challenges already mentioned. Although research output has been inadequate over the past decade, the requirement that registrars embark on research offers an opportunity to reverse this decline. On the international front, South African neurosurgeons have long played a leadership role in the World Federation of Neurosurgical Societies and the ISPN and are now contributing to organisations ranging from the World Federation of Interventional and Therapeutic Neuroradiology to the International Neurotrauma Society. We have also played an important role in the emergence of the Continental Association of African Neurosurgical Societies, a broadly supported organisation representing neurosurgery in Africa. Through training neurosurgeons from elsewhere in Africa, we have a real opportunity to grow our specialty in a sustainable way across our continent.
As with all specialties in South Africa, we face challenges in the distribution of expertise and resources across some parts of our country. As a country, we are able to offer the most appropriate management to many patients, but not all. We need to find ways to meet the needs of those who don't always receive the care they need. We can and must do better.
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